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Welcome to the Highland One World Groupõs first newsletter of 2008.  

Over the past twelve months we have seen exciting new community  

events added to the full programme we already deliver to schools and 

teachers around the Highlands.  I hope that 2008 will bring us many more  
opportunities to come together and build relations within our local  

communities as well as further afield. 
 
January 11th this year saw a òfirstó for HOWG as we worked with the  

Highland Indian Association to stage a joint multicultural ceilidh.  Close to 
150 people danced the evening away at the Royal Highland Hotel, Inverness; 

with feedback forms completed on the evening showing a great desire for 

more joint events of this nature.  
 
In between ceilidh dancing (visit http://uk.youtube.com/watch?
v=Rugfb6EEIBk to see a clip of us all in action!); we enjoyed a music and 

dance from around the world, including Paraguayan harp, singing from  

Equador and of course our own bagpipes.  A visual treat was brought to us 

by Tanvi and Richa Kamat aged 14 and 10 respectively, who shared classical 
and modern Indian dances with the audience.  An excellent curry buffet was 

appreciated by all ð and all the dancing made space for sticky toffee pudding 

and ice cream to be enjoyed later on in the evening!  
 
Funds from Highland 2007 enabled us to work with the Indian Association 
to put the ceilidh on and allowed HOWG to invite Musi Katerere back to 

Inverness for her storytelling event in July last year.  Whilst Highland 2007 

has now drawn to a close, these events have shown that there is a thirst for 

more evenings of this kind.  There will be new opportunities to apply for 

funds in the years ahead, but these events would never happen without the 
many volunteers who freely give their own energy, time and ideas.  We in 

HOWG and the wider community have a great capacity to bring people 

together and create such events.  Whilst great fun, all these occasions also 

help to build connections and understanding ð important in our globalising 

world. 
 
The Diversity Day and Fair Trade Bazaar held in Inverness Town House on 

1st December was the busiest I have ever seen.  Many people came and 

spent their Christmas pounds on fairly traded items, making sure that their 

cash went back to the producers of the goods on offer.  Wonderful food 
from different areas was enjoyed by many and throughout the day dance 

and music displays from different cultures added to the warmth of the 

event.  
 
So, all in all it was a great 2007. I hope that the year ahead will allow  
everyone to build on the successes of last year, and continue to work with 

friends ð old and new ð to develop global citizenship. 
 
 
Kate Fairclough, Chairperson  
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KEY DIARY DATES  
 
25 February - 9 March  

Fair Trade Fortnight 

 

4 March  

End of Slavery Day, Inverness 

 

8 March  

International Womenõs Day 

 

10 March  

Commonwealth Day 

 

21 March  

International Day for the Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination 

 

22 March  

World Water Day 

 

11-17 May 

Christian Aid Week 

 

12 May 

World Fair Trade Day 

 

5 June 

World Environment Day 

 

16 June  

Refugee Week 

JANIS KEAST  

Development Education Worker  
 
The Learning Day on 4th March is an  

exciting opportunity to bring together local 

and global issues as well as to move from 

the past to the present, making a web of 

links along the way.  We do hope you are 

able to come along and join in. 
 
The interest in schools in Trade Justice 

issues and the connections with Fair Trade 

continue to grow.  The Chocolate Trade 

Game has been played several times  

recently.  While it is great fun, it arouses a 

lot of passion and certainly lays bare the 

unfairness in the way the world trades at 

present.   
 
This term too the  Eagleõs Kingdom, the 

Global Biodiversity Game, is being  

introduced to the Ranger Service.  We 

hope it will be a useful tool for them in 

their work with schools and communities 

as it builds knowledge about local  

biodiversity and the global environmental 

consequences of our ever heavier footprint.   

But it also encourages the development of 

skills ð problem solving, team work,  

co-operation, communication ð active  

listening ð and conflict resolution.  Decision 

making is often not easy! 
 
Climate Change is the other issue with a 

rising profile ð the major global concern of 

our time, many think.  Much is happening to 

help schools address this, especially making 

the links with poverty.  It is not simply an 

environmental issue.  It may have an  

economic impact as people struggle to  

continue their livelihoods in some parts of 

the world and will have social implications 

for many as their homes become unliveable.   
 
Please get in touch if you would like to use 

any of the resources.  There are many  

available for loan. 
 

E-mail: janiskeast@btinternet.com 

RoWAN REVIEW  
 
Ross-shire Waste Action Network 

(RoWAN) is coming to the end of the  

current phase of its work.  We're holding 

an end-of-project event to review achieve-

ments, hear about zero waste efforts in 

New Zealand and look to the future in 

waste management locally.  The meeting 

will also hear from activists involved on the 

ground, doing everything from door-to-

door surveying to setting up plastic bottle 

collections to making igloos out of polysty-

rene ... there's something for everyone. 
 
All are welcome to join this FREE event on 

Wednesday 20th February in the Victoria 

Suite, Ross County Stadium, Dingwall from 

10am to 3.30pm approximately.  The venue 

is wheelchair accessible by lift and a creche 

will be provided.  Please let us know if 

you're coming by contacting the RoWAN 

office on 01349 867063 or via our website, 

www.rowanweb.org.uk.  Hope to see you!  
 
Lizbeth R. Collie 

Project Officer, 

Ross-shire Waste Action Network 

Upper Bank of Scotland, Tulloch St.,  

Dingwall, IV15 9JY 

t: 01349 867063 w:www.rowanweb.org.uk  

òAõADAMS BAIRNS ?ó   
 
òAõAdamõs Bairns ?ó is the new resource 

for young people, the subject of one of the 

workshops offered on 4 March.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It rediscovers songs, ballads, stories and 

historical accounts relating to the history of 

Scotland and makes links between original 

source material contained in the National 

Library collection with contemporary issues 

relating to racism, multiculturalism, religion 

and sectarianism. 

 

200th Anniversary  

of the Abolition of the  

Transatlantic Slave Trade  
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movements that  have shaped 

our past  and guide our  
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY DAY  
 
This was a superb event at the Town 

House, pleasing all the senses with colour-

ful displays, tasty international foods and  

performances of music and dance from 

around the world.  The Chinese Associa-

tion, SHIMCA, brought some pupils from 

Cauldeen Primary School to perform the 

beautiful Chinese Fan Dance.  The  

programme also included Iranian, Equa-

dorian and Russian music and dance.  There 

was the chance to have your hands skilfully 

painted with henna or to try on a sari. 
 
This is an annual event organised by the 

WEA (Workersõ Educational Association) 

International Womenõs Group in co-

operation with various local Minority Ethnic 

Groups.  If you would like to know more, 

or offer your support for next yearõs event, 

please contact the WEA on 01463 710577. 

END OF SLAVERY DAY  

Tuesday 4 March  

10.00am-3.30pm 

 

Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road,  

Inverness will be the venue for a learning 

day with talks and workshops marking the 

200th anniversary of the abolition of the 

transatlantic slave trade.  It will be an  

opportunity to explore the social  

movements that have shaped our past and 

guide our principles today.   
 
For more information or to reserve a place, 

telephone the WEA on 01463 710577 or  

e-mail inverness@weascotland.org.uk. 
Alternatively you can contact Janis Keast on 

01381 621265 or e-mail 

janiskeast@btinternet.com. 

NEW WEBSITE 
 

Have a look at our new website: 

www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk 

http://webmail.ecosse.net/parse.php?redirect=http://www.rowanweb.org.uk
http://webmail.ecosse.net/parse.php?redirect=http://www.rowanweb.org.uk


BROADFORD FAIRTRADE VILLAGE  
 
On Friday 18th January, Broadford was 

granted Fairtrade Village status. This was 

celebrated with two events.  Broadford  

Primary School had a Fairtrade Detective 

competition.  Pupils were given recording 

sheets to find out how many fair trade items 

were available in Broadford.  Prizes donated 

by the Co-op were given out during Assem-

bly.  The winning entry recorded well over 50 

fair trade items available.  In the evening we 

celebrated at the Harbour Restaurant with 

light refreshments including fair trade wines 

and beer.  Certificates were issued to local 

groups and businesses supporting fair trade.  

Louisa MacInnes (teacher) and Morag Miller 

(student) gave a presentation on the Plockton 

High School exchange with an Ecuador village 

and the microfinance project launched there. 
 
When we arrived on Skye in 2001 we  

hadn't planned to do much in the way of 

Traidcraft except buy things for our own 

needs.  We found within three weeks that 

Traidcraft had given our names to a someone  

wanting to know how to buy Traidcraft on 

Skye!  Once we realised we were the only 

traders on Skye we decided to become a little 

bit more active and, as well as selling Traid-

craft in churches, we had a stall at the Co-op 

during Fair Trade Fortnight, held fashion 

shows and took part in "The Taste of Skye".  

A few years later Marrion and Innes Grant 

moved to Sleat and began selling Traidcraft 

locally and at the Gaelic College.  
 
In 2006 The Harbour Grill in Broadford 

changed hands, becoming the "Harbour Res-

taurant and Fair Trade Coffee House".  New 

owner Martin Bird, a fair trade coffee fanatic, 

ran a coffee stall in Monmouth and was on the 

local fair trade steering group.  On Martin's 

initiative we decided to explore the idea of 

Broadford becoming a Fairtrade Village.  In 

terms of population (less than 2,000) the cri-

teria were not onerous especially as we have 

a Co-op in the middle of the village and a 

number of B&B owners are very supportive. 
 
Now the hard work begins - we will need to 

complete a monitoring form to show that 

progress has been made.  We have plans for 

activities during Fair Trade Fortnight and for 

extending the list of local businesses and  

organisations signed up to fair trade.  We 

intend to produce a Broadford Fairtrade  

Directory later this year.  In Portree, St 

Columba's Episcopal Church is a fair trade 

Church.  Our long term aim is for Skye to 

become a Fairtrade Island.  
 
David Rogers 

David Rogers with winners of 

Broadford Primary School  

Fairtrade Detective competition 

- the prizes had to be wrapped 

because the school policy on 

healthy eating doesn't allow 

 pupils to bring chocolate into 

school! 

FAIRTRADE INVERNESS LEAFLET  
 
When I took on the apparently straightfor-

ward task of compiling the Fairtradeinver-

ness leaflet, highlighting cafes and retailers 

stocking Fairtrade products in Inverness, I 

could not have predicted the turbulent 

weeks ahead.  I was required to use skills of 

diplomacy and bribery (Fairtrade chocs); to 

cast aside long-held principles (although 

being vegan I bought Fairtrade brownies to 

star in the photoshoot for the Cafe section) 

and to practise Buddhist calm.  I was  

surprised to find I was required to consult 

Head Office of some big shops, which took 

time and this and the impending print  

deadline all added to the fun.  Luckily, Eddie 

from Dingwall Printers was very tolerant 

and endured the numerous request for 

changes, with only the occasional comment 

about losing the will to live.  The leaflet is 

raising the profile of Fairtrade in Inverness. 
  
Whilst researching this leaflet I came across 

many new products with the Fairtrade label.  

In addition to the expanding range of wines, 

coffees and teas there are indulgent treats 

such as truffles, muffins and even steamed 

puddings.  Fairtrade bananas sit happily  

beside pineapples, mangoes and a diverse 

range of nuts.  Christmas saw the availability 

of Fairtrade chocolate advent calendars and 

mulled wine sachets.  Year round, bakers 

can now make their own Fairtrade cakes 

using a variety of sugars and chocolates.  

Romantics wondering what to do on  

Valentine's Day can buy roses with a clear 

conscience.  Several clothing outlets are now 

marketing clothes using Fairtrade Cotton 

and are becoming more adventurous with 

their designs and the topic of Fairtrade can 

be introduced to children by providing them 

with a Fairtrade football.  As consumers, we 

are more aware and taking action.  The Fair-

trade Foundation reported that in the UK: 
 
"... 53% of respondents correctly associated the 

(Fairtrade) symbol with a better deal for  

producers in the developing world.  UK Sales of 

Fairtrade certified products reached an  

estimated retail value of £290m in 2006, an 

increase of 49% over the past year, and in 

2007 sales are already running at an annual-

ized rate of over £400m". (July 2007)  
  
Let's join in the move toward positive trade.  

Our leaflet will raise awareness of the Fair-

trade movement and its availability in Inver-

ness.  We hope the enthusiasm of retailers 

and cafes in our leaflet will inspire others.  

We look forward (with some trepidation) to 

expanding our leaflet ready for 2009. 
 
Hilary Mackay  

for Inverness Fairtrade Committee. FAIRTRADE BAZAAR  
 
This was another very successful Fairtrade 

Bazaar with festive stalls from organisations 

such as Traidcraft, Tearcraft, Oxfam, Hadeel, 

Marsaba and of course Green Kite, our local 

Fairtrade shop in Strathpeffer, and Highland 

Wholefoods.  The Co-op had a display on its 

Fairtrade initiatives.  A grand total of over 

£4000 was raised, but as always it is a chance 

to see the variety of fair trade products avail-

able and discover our expanding local sources.    

 

Chinese Association and  

pupils from  

Cauldeen Primary perform 

the Chinese fan dance at the  

Fairtrade Bazaar 

MULTICULTURAL CALENDAR 2008  
 
The WEA cultural diversity and integration 

programme included this exciting project 

creating a multicultural calendar.  It is a 

testament to the rich variety of cultural 

traditions that make up contemporary High-

land life.  Of the 1600 that were printed 

only a few remain.  If you would like a copy 

contact the WEA on 01463 710577. 
 

 

 


