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Welcome to the Highland One World Groupõs autumn newsletter. 
 
The summer saw a welcome addition to HOWGõs community activities 

when former Inverness resident Musi Katerere ð originally from Zimbabwe 
ð presented her play òWho am I? I am who I amó to an enthusiastic audience. 
 
HOWG was able to put on this event with support from Highland 2007 as 

part of their Inverness Fest city centre festival.  The evening centred on 

Musiõs play and allowed us to take our message to a new, wider audience. 
People travelled from as far away as Gairloch to enjoy the evening and  

several workers from the new SNH offices in Inverness came along after an 

e-mail was kindly distributed to staff alerting them to the event.  It was 

good to see new faces interested in our message and wanting to know 

more about what we do. 
 
Musiõs stories brought to life tales of people forced to resettle away from 

their country of birth, and were both powerful and moving.  These thought-

provoking and at times sombre tales were in stark contrast to the high  

spirited dancing and drumming which òtopped and tailedó the evening.  Not 
a single member of the audience was left sitting by the end of the night as 

we all learnt new dances and shimmied along to the drums.  This event was 

a great example of how music, storytelling and dance can be used to deliver 

a powerful message that still leaves everyone with a smile on their face.  
 
June 2007 saw the HOWG AGM held at La Tortilla Tapas Bar which  

provided an enjoyable, relaxed setting for our excellent speaker Tim 

Simons, Head of International Education at the Schools Directorate of the 

Scottish Government, who made a strong case for the need to prepare our 

children to participate actively in, thinking critically and creatively about, our 
globalised world of work, culture and travel. 
 
The AGM also saw the HOWG committee elected for this year, with mem-

bers remaining per last year except for the welcome addition of Rae Swan 

and Rose McKechnie as new committee members; Rae filling the post of 
Secretary.  Thanks goes to La Tortilla who provided the meeting space free 

of charge as well as to all committee members and supporters who give 

their time to help our work to continue.  The AGM received a report from 

our Development Education worker Janis Keast and gave her a grateful vote 
of thanks for the exceptional contribution she continues to make. 
 
As we look forward to events including the Fair Trade Bazaar at  

Inverness Town House on Saturday 1st December, I hope that members 

and supporters will continue to òvote with your feetó and attend fairs and 
events which allow you to articulate your support for creating a fairer 

world and developing global citizens, as HOWG works to do. 
 
Kate Fairclough, Chairperson  
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KEY DIARY DATES  
 
16 October  

World Food Day 
 
17 October  

International Day for Eradication of  

Poverty 
 
21-28 October  

One World Week - All Together Now 
 
24 October  

United Nations Day 
 
1 November  

No More Landmines Day 
 
16 November  

International Day for Tolerance 
 
20 November  

Universal Childrenõs Day 
 
24 November  

Buy Nothing Day 
 
1 December  

Fairtrade Bazaar/Diversity Day 

Inverness Town House 
 
1 December  

World Aids Day 
 
10 December  

Human Rights Day 
 
18 December  

 International Migrants Day 

JANIS KEAST  

Development Education Worker  
 
During the Summer term we organised a 

series of Resource Roadshows financed by 

a one-off grant for promotion from the  

Department of International Development.  

This enabled us to restock our library with 

all the latest, bright, attractive resources.  

One event was staged in Inverness while 

others were held in Wester Ross ð  

Ullapool and Balmacara -  giving opportuni-

ties for a wider audience of teachers to 

browse.  The resources were well received 

and a short workshop showed teachers 

how their active methodology helps sup-

port A Curriculum for Excellence.  
 
The Eagleõs Kingdom ð our Global  

Biodiversity Game ð was on a hectic sched-

ule during Summer term and into Autumn, 

travelling from Thurso to Glencoe, from 

Eigg to Cromarty.  It has had an enthusiastic 

response from teachers and pupils and is 

still being tweaked and fine-tuned, ready for 

mass production ð well, 10 or so copies! 
 
In the community another workshop was 

facilitated for the WEAõs Women@Work 

network, this time in Fort William.  Using a 

series of activities we explored the impact 

of free trade on the less developed econo-

mies of the world and saw fair trade as a 

beacon of hope, something positive to  

engage with, on the rocky road to more 

justice in the way the world trades.  
 

Email : Janis.Keast@hcs.uhi.ac.uk 

Common Threads 

Multicultural Sewing Group 
 

Merkinch Community Centre 

Tuesdays  
10am ï 12noon 

(crèche available)  
 

For more information contact WEA office  

(01463) 710 577  

 

 

DOUBLE BILL EVENT  
 
Fairtrade Bazaar  in tandem with  

Celebrating Diversity Day  

Saturday, 1 December, 11am ð 3pm.  

Town House, Inverness. 
 
The WEA International Womenõs group 

and Common Threads Sewing group invite 

you to join with them at a Celebrating 

Diversity Day  at the Town House,  

Inverness, on 1 December.  The day will 

include food, crafts, song and dance from 

around the world, particularly countries of 

the south.  This year we are pleased to be 

able to hold our annual Fairtrade Bazaar 

at the same time - a perfect opportunity to 

shop ethically for food, gifts and cards as 

the festive season approaches.  
 
Look out for the launch of our new 2008 

Multicultural Calendar  which will be 

launched at the event ð a colourful  

reminder of our own cultural diversity 

here in the Highlands.  For information 

contact the WEA on 01463 710577. 

SCOTLAND: FAIR TRADE NATION  
 
What is a Fair Trade Nation?  
 
This is the national effort in Scotland to 

make sure we do everything we can to 

ensure workers across the developing 

world receive fair prices and decent work-

ing conditions for the products we buy. 
 
What do we want to do?  
 

¶ Increase awareness of Fair Trade 

¶ Increase the sale of Fair Trade goods 

¶ Contribute to greater trade justice 
 
To help achieve this a detailed set of  

criteria have been drawn up to enable us 

become a Fair Trade Nation.  We all have a 

part to play - these are just some of the 

targets we have set: 
 
Fair Trade Nation Criteria  
 

¶ 75% of people to buy a Fair Trade   

product every year 

¶ 40% of people regularly buy Fair Trade 

products 

¶ All local authorities have active Fair 

Trade groups working towards Fair-

trade status 

¶ 55% of towns have active Fair Trade 

groups working for Fairtrade status 

¶ Support from the Scottish Executive 

and Scottish Parliament, for example by 

actively promoting Fairtrade Fortnight  
 
Find the full Fair Trade Nation criteria at  

www.scotland.gov.uk/News/News-Extras/

fair-trade. 
 
For copies of òScotland: A Fair Trade Nationó contact 
Janis Keast 01349 863441 or 01381 621265 

ECO-CONGREGATIONS  
 
Many Christians are concerned about the 

environment but don't know what they can 

do.  Eco-Congregation Scotland is an  

ecumenical programme to help congrega-

tions understand environmental issues and 

make appropriate practical and spiritual 

responses.   For information go to:  

www.ecocongregation.org/scotland/ 

ALTERnativity  
 
Many find Christmas a stressful and busy 

time of year and wish for something  

different, but donõt know where to start. 

Alternativity has ideas about getting 

started; we offer materials and workshops 

to help you explore how to take control of 

your celebrations and make advent a time 

of peace and joy. 
 

www.alternativity.org.uk 

SCOTTISH FAIR TRADE FORUM  
 
The Scottish Fair Trade Forum will be hold-

ing a formal event on Saturday 27 October 

2007 in the Scottish Parliament Debating 

Chamber, Holyrood, Edinburgh. The day of 

discussion and interaction will include a 

keynote address by Linda Fabiani MSP,  

Minister for EU, External Affairs & 

Culture, presentation of the Forum's strat-

egy and an invitation for consultation and 

afternoon workshops.  
 

The day will start promptly at 11am and will 

end at 4pm, with refreshments and lunch 

provided. Places are limited and Parliament 

security dictates all delegates must be regis-

tered in advance, so to reserve your place:  

Å Register via  

www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk by 5PM 

Thursday 18 October 2007 

Å Or send your name, contact details, and 

organisation details, if relevant, to:  

Betsy Reed 

Scottish Fair Trade Forum 

c/o Oxfam Scotland 

207 Bath Street 

Glasgow G2 4HZ 
 

Registrations received after October 18 will 

be put on a reserve list.  This event is sup-

ported by the Scottish Parliament and the 

Scottish Government. 

mailto:Women@Work
http://www.alternativity.org.uk/resources.html
http://www.ecosse.net/redirect?http://www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk


ONE WORLD WEEK:  21 -28 October  
 
The theme for 2007, òALL TOGETHER 

NOWó, calls us to do just that: to work 

together with others.  The issues of climate 

change, economic justice and communities 

living peacefully together are of concern to 

us all.  We can only address these challenges 

if we do act all together.  We can make a 

much bigger difference to future outcomes if 

we begin to act now.  
 
We believe that when we understand each 

other's perspectives, our lives can be  

transformed and enriched.  One World 

Week is an annual opportunity for people 

from diverse backgrounds to come together 

to learn about global justice, to spread that 

learning and to use it to take action for  

justice locally and globally. 
 
You or your organisation can put on a 

OWW event. You can plan and organise 

with others to share ideas and values. The 

website has resources and links to help you:  
 

www.oneworldweek.org  

INDONESIAõS ARMS DEBT 
 

Indonesians are paying back a debt for 

their own oppression.  In the 1980s and 

1990s, Britain lent money to General  

Suharto's New Order regime in Indonesia - 

one of the most repressive regimes on 

Earth.  The loans were made so that it 

could buy British weapons; the weapons 

were used to suppress dissent in Indonesia, 

and in the invasion of East Timor.  Indone-

sians are still repaying the debts today. 

 

In 1967, General Suharto came to power 

in a coup which killed over half a million 

people.  Indonesians died or were  

imprisoned by the thousand for opposing 

his regime.  He kept wages low by force 

and terror, turning Indonesia into a model 

student of globalisation.  But the democ-

ratic movement survived, and Suharto was 

driven from power on May 21st 1998. 

 

In the decade since he fell, Indonesia has 

fought to strengthen democracy in the face 

of natural catastophes and the lingering 

power of the military.  But Suharto's debts 

remained.  Today, Indonesia's debt is $130 

billion.  John Pilger writes: "There is no 

debt like it on earth.  It can never be  

repaid. It is a bottomless hole." 

 

Of this, Indonesia owes Britain $1 billion. 

Britain is not Indonesia's largest creditor, 

but the debt it owes us has a special char-

acter.  For, in the 1980s and 1990s, Britain 

sold weapons to Suharto's military,  

including ground-attack aircraft (Hawk 

jets), tanks and water cannons. The  

weapons were turned on Indonesian and 

East Timorese citizens. The weapons were 

sold on credit, and citizens are still  

repaying the debts. 

 

Today, half of Indonesians live on less food 

each day than could be bought for £1 in 

Scotland.  But Indonesia has been ruled out 

of recent debt relief initiatives.  Jubilee 

Scotland believes that if ever there was a 

debt that should not be repaid, this is it. 

 

At present, the UK government appears to 

have no intention of dealing with this issue. 

Ministers seem inclined to defend the  

previous administrationõs dealings with 

Suharto's terrifying regime.  But if every 

MP in Scotland received twenty letters 

calling for action, this would change. 

 

We are calling for the debt to be cancelled, 

and we hope you'll join us.  The campaign 

needs your support. 

 

Ben Young, Jubilee Scotland 

 

For more information, contact: 
 

Jubilee Scotland,  

41 George IV Bridge,  

Edinburgh,  

EH1 1EL 

tel. 0131 225 4321 

mail@jubileescotland.org.uk 

www.jubileescotland.org.uk  
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paying back a debt  

for their own  
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GREEN KITE  
 
Green Kite Trading Fair Trade Shop is 

moving , from Unit 2 at the Victorian  

Station in Strathpeffer, to Unit 3 in the Vic-

torian Station in Strathpeffer! Next door in 

fact, but to larger premises, which means 

that we will have lots more lovely Fair Trade 

goods to tempt customers.  The shop will 

open in the larger unit in time for One 

World Week , which starts 23rd October. 
 
For those who have not yet visited Green 

Kite, we have a range of fairly traded organic 

and local goods for sale, including cards, 

crafts, clothes and accessories, sweets, food 

and local photographic prints.  We stock 

products from Traidcraft, Namaste, Shared 

Earth and Bishopston Trading, to name but a 

few.  We also have a range of new and  

second hand books for sale, and soap from 

the Strathpeffer Soap Co, and the Shetland 

Soap Co. (a social firm). 
 
Our focus is on flying the òGreen Kiteó, 

bringing together the themes of Fair Trade, 

the Environment and Green Living, promot-

ing these goods and the values and principles 

that link them together.  Come and see our 

new extended range, and visit the Museum 

Coffee Shop for coffee and cakes! 
 
Opening Hours     Tuesday ð Saturday:  

10am - 5pm  
 
For further information contact: Pat Justad: 

Tel:077308 98805 or 01997 420117 

Scorpion tank, of the sort sold 

to Indonesia in 1996. The  

Indonesian army assured the 

UK that it would not use 

them against civilians.  In 

2007 the Foreign said that 

these sorts of assurances are 

unenforceable. 

http://www.oneworldweek.org/content/view/19/33/
http://www.ecosse.net/redirect?http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk

