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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR…. 
 
We live in a changing world and I suppose that is what makes life interest-
ing! 
 
In the founding years of Highland One World Group many of us spent Sat-
urday mornings persuading sceptical Inverness shoppers to try ‗fairly 
traded‘ coffee.  Now all supermarkets stock a wide range of fairly traded 
goods.  Now Fairtrade is high profile big business and Inverness is a Fair-
trade city with it‘s own Fairtrade group to continue the consumer educa-
tion! 
 
The early work of Helen Meaney our first development education worker 
was to convince teachers that development education was necessary and 
achievable in schools.  Nowadays Janis is in great demand both by teach-
ers and education managers! 
 
The Global Teacher Network has become one of the most active collec-
tions of teachers sharing good practice and ideas.  The sharing of re-
sources and practice in a relaxed setting has become a model for many 
schools as Curriculum for Excellence catapults the need for responsible 
citizens into the spotlight. 
 
Highland One World Group has sent out dozens of newsletters and organ-
ised many events such as multicultural ceilidhs and public meetings.  
However the nucleus of the committee has remained unchanged for nearly 
ten years. 
 
The focus of the Group has shifted from third world campaigns to citizen-
ship and global issues of sustainability and climate change.  In fact the 
group has secured substantial funding from the Scottish Government‘s 
Climate Challenge fund to educate school children in the implications of 
reducing energy use and carbon emissions. 
 
Again Highland One World Group is at the forefront of ethical education 
using a cross-curricular primary-secondary transition employing new 
monitoring technology to record carbon emissions.  This should allow pu-
pils to gain a much more detailed insight into their impact on the world‘s 
environment. 
 
So Highland One World Group has evolved into a very professional organi-
sation whose ideas are sought after by many influential people in Scotland.  
The annual general meeting of Highland One World Group is on Wednes-
day 16th September at Millburn Academy, Inverness.  It would be good to 
see people with the enthusiasm and time to help the group into this new 
phase get involved at the AGM. 
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AGM 
 

8.00pm 
Wednesday  

16th September   
in 

Meeting Room 
Millburn Academy  
Diriebucht Road  

INVERNESS 
 

This year our AGM  is located in 
the sumptuous new facilities of 
the new Millburn Academy.   Ear-
lier,  from 6.30pm, in the same 
location, there is a  meeting of 
HOWG‘s Global Teacher Net-
work which is looking at Re-
sources for Teaching and includes 
an input from Anne Kane of Ox-
fam. 
 

Why not come along to both! 



 

 

KEY DIARY DATES 
 
8 September 
Inverness Fairtrade Group AGM 
 
16 September 
Highland One World Group AGM 
 
24 September 
East Meets West  
 
Thursday 8 October 
Red Cross CPD for 
Secondary teachers 
 
16 October 
World Food Day 
 
16—18 October 
Stand Up and Take Action 
 
18-25 October 
One World Week 
 
29 November 
Inverness Fairtrade Bazaar 
 
1 December 
World Aids Day 
 
5 December 
The Wave march 
 
7-18 December 
UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, Copenhagen 
 

16—18 October 2009 
 

2006 - 23 million people Stood Up. 
2007 - 47 million people Stood Up. 
2008 - 116 million people Stood Up. 
 

This is a three day mobilization to 
send a loud and clear message 
from citizens to leaders of rich and 
poor countries to take urgent ac-
tion to achieve the Millennium De-
velopment Goals (MDGs).  
The deepening financial crisis and 
a slowing global economy makes it 
a time of great challenge for devel-
opment and for achieving the 
MDGs.  The potentially devastat-
ing impact on the world‘s poorest 
and most vulnerable threatens the 
2015 deadline for the achievement 
of the MDGs.  
 

So choose a moment between Oc-
tober 16 and October 18 and, wher-
ever you are, alone, in a group or 
as part of an organization physi-
cally and intentionally Stand Up 
and Take Action. Ideas on the type 
of action to take  can be found at 
 www.standagainstpoverty.org 
where you can register your event  
in advance and help break the 
Guinness World Record. 
 

END POVERTY NOW! 

One World Week 
is a development 
education char-
ity. Its aim is  to 
increase under-
standing about 
issues that affect 
us all so that 
positive action 
can be taken. 

Each year, thousands of people 
take part in One World Week 
events across the country. The 
week is always in Octo-
ber, although events can and do 
happen all year round. These 
events have been organised by vol-
unteers with one common purpose: 
to let others know about some of 
the global issues that affect us all 
and to recognise that we can all be 
part of the change. 
In coming together and under-
tanding each other's perspective, 
our own lives can be transformed 
and enriched. 
Go to www.oneworldweek.org for 
more details.  They also have a 3 
year project called Ubuntu in 
which they examine the perspec-
tives of different faiths.  The cur-
rent emphasis is on Islam and 
there are resources available on the 
site. 

INTRODUCTION TO  
HUMANITARIAN EDUCATION 
 

The British Red Cross is holding a 
Continuing Professional Develop-
ment Training Day for Secondary 
teachers on Thursday 8th October 
2009 in Inverness from 9am – 4pm.  
Contexts include Child Soldiers, 
Disasters and Emergencies and 
Building Refugee Camp for more  
information or to reserve a place  
please  contact email  SSabino-
Hunt@redcross.org.uk  or 
telephone   0131 338 5700 

UN FRAMEWORK CONVEN-
TION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

7-18 Dec. 2009 Copenhagen 
 

Nearly 200 nations will meet to 
construct a global climate deal to 
succeed the Kyoto Protocol.  This 
agreement should set out the most 
extensive plan ever to tackle cli-
mate change.  This is a vitally im-
portant time for the world but it is 
particularly crucial for those people 
already living with environmental 
change – those in the developing 
world who have often contributed 
the least to it but are usually the 
worst affected. 
We are now in the final months of 
discussions, building towards this 
climate deal. It is by no means pre-
determined that the global deal 
will deliver everything needed to 
tackle the problem of enironmental 
change and help those already suf-
fering. There is still much to be 
done to force world leaders to en-
gage proactively in the negotia-
tions before it‘s too late. 2009 
needs to be the year of the climate 
deal.  There are more extensive 
and interesting details at http://
practicalaction.org 

THE WAVE 
 

Stop Climate Chaos has organised 
a march in advance of the UN 
Framework Convention in Copen-
hagen on 5th December.  More at 
http://practicalaction.org 

WORLD FOOD DAY 
 

As well as banks and businesses 
the global economic crisis is stalk-
ing the small-scale farms of the 
world too, where 70 percent of the 
world‘s hungry live and work. 
In 2009 another 105 million people 
became hungry.  There are now 
approximately 1,020,000,000 mal-
nourished people in the world, al-
most one sixth of all humanity and 
200 times the population of Scot-
land. 
Crisis or no crisis, we have the 
know-how to do something about 
hunger, and the ability to find 
money to solve problems when we 
consider them important. Let us 
make sure hunger is recognized as 
a critical problem, and solve it.  
 
More at www.fao.org 

http://www.standagainstpoverty.org
mailto:SSabino-Hunt@redcross.org.uk
mailto:SSabino-Hunt@redcross.org.uk


 

 

Any Fairtrade Fortnight money we 
make goes to a relevant charity - 
this year Mary‘s Meals in Malawi.   

The weekly community newspa-
per, The Ullapool News, adver-
tised these events widely, and pro-
motes Fairtrade all year, with reci-
pes, news and thought-provoking 
facts and quotations. 

On World Fair Trade Day (Sat. 9 
May) we served FT tea, coffee and 
home baking at the Ullapool Book 
Festival and Village Green Trading 
had a drumming workshop outside 
the shop as part of Big Bang cele-
brations worldwide.  2 members of 
UFTG run Village Green Trading 
one of only 12 shops in Scotland to 
receive the accreditation of the 
British Association of Fair Trade 
Shops (80% stock is fair trade with 
the remainder ethically sourced).   

In June we provided interval re-
freshments at the Scottish Cham-
ber Orchestra‘s local performance  
- serving FT wine/juice and local/
FT ―nibbles‖ with the usual dis-
plays. We supported Ullapool High 
School‘s Community Meal, a Soup 
and Sandwiches and baking event 
using mostly local and FT ingredi-
ents.  The Fairtrade Foundation 
also advocates using local produce.   

In July, with a very generous dona-
tion by the Co-operative Group 
Membership, we ran a Fairtrade 
chocolate fountain at the annual 
Rotary Club fund raising day 
which attracted over 2000 people.  
We used FT bananas and Scottish 
strawberries, plus some locally 
grown Tay berries to dip into the 
delicious Co-operative FT choco-
late!  The chocolate fountain stood 
up to the 7 hours of use and we‘ll 
definitely repeat this. 
 

Our next UFTG meeting plans our 
autumn and winter programme.  
The Young Engineers at the High 
School have been commissioned to 
build a pedal powered smoothie 
maker so hopefully we can use that 
in the not too distant future!  The 
Inverness group has asked us to 
join them in a Fairtrade Guide, 
possibly with one or two other 
Fairtrade towns.  Soon we‘ll need 
to be thinking about Fairtrade 
Fortnight 2010.....! 

ULLAPOOL FAIRTRADE 
GROUP NEWS 

 

Our 3rd Fairtrade (FT) Fortnight 
was very busy.   Our annual 4-a-
side FT Indoor Football Tourna-
ment attracted 18 teams from as far 
as Lochinver, Coigach and the Air-
port Fire Service.  We use FT 
sports ball with FT inflatable ba-
nanas and posters on view.  This 
brings Fairtrade to the attention of 
a section of the community which 
might otherwise be overlooked. 

Malawian FT business consultant, 
Towera Jalakasi, visited us on her 
Scottish tour with Betsy Reed, 
from Scottish FT Forum.  Ullapool 
Fairtrade Group (UFTG) organ-
ised a packed schedule for the visi-
tors, who inspired audiences at the 
Primary and High Schools and at 
an informal evening at The Ceilidh 
Place.  High School pupils, work-
ing towards Fairtrade status, pre-
pared FT chocolate and orange 
cookies, laminated bookmarks, a 
website and FT games, to set the 
theme for the school during lunch 
hour before Towera and Betsy‘s 
presentation.  The Canteen pro-
vided FT bananas, banana bread 
and juice for lunch.  In the evening 
we offered FT wine, juice, FT 
snacks and even a raffle of FT 
products with FT roses and infor-
mation displays around the room.  

UFTG baked FT goodies to be 
sampled throughout the fortnight 
at The Troll Yard, a shop specialis-
ing in organic, FT and local pro-
duce which loans out the ―The 
Everyday Fairtrade Cookbook‖.  
Tesco stocked extra FT products, 
some of which continue to appear. 
The Fairtrade shop, Village Green 
Trading, had a window display for 
International Women‘s Day, the 
last day of the Fortnight, showing 
how FT benefits women‘s lives.  
Local bookshops and library dis-
played FT publications.  Cafes and 
restaurants were asked to ―switch a 
dish‖ to use FT ingredients; local 
events used FT tea, coffee and 
sugar, while the Guides used FT 
sugar and lemons for their Shrove 
Tuesday pancakes.  UFTG mem-
bers gave the Church Guild a talk 
on Fairtrade and organised a Fair-
trade theme for the Seniors group.   

 

JANIS‘ SCHOOLS NEWS 
 

2009 is the Year of Homecoming 
and much work has been done to 
offer a broader canvas on which to 
paint this picture.  After all, what is 
a home?  Do we all have a right to 
a home? Why do people leave their 
homes?  There are positive and 
negative reasons.  There are his-
torical economic and social factors 
such as the Clearances but today,  
in other parts of world,  people 
may be moving for similar reasons.  
How do we expect to be treated 
when we migrate?  How do we be-
have towards those who move 
here?  So many sessions have been 
done under the banner of Home-
coming to confront negative 
stereotypes and to raise awareness 
of cultural similarities as well as 
respect for diversity.  This all fits in 
well with schools that are engaging 
in links and partnerships with 
schools across the world.  
Another key strand of work is to 
promote the links between Eco-
Schools and Fair Trade.  Eco-
Schools is increasingly exploring 
wider issues of living more sustain-
ably. This raises economic and 
social questions as well as environ-
mental ones.  There is a Fairtrade 
Schools Award which can run in 
tandem very comfortably with Eco-
Schools. Gaining the Award will 
help Highland become a Fairtrade 
Zone!   More information on 
www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk  
and www.fairtrade.org.uk  

 

Janis 

GLOBAL TEACHER‘S NET-
WORK 

 

When I used to run training days 
for teachers, what they appreciated 
most was  the opportunity for net-
working.  That need has not 
changed and Janis‘ Global 
Teacher‘s Network, has now an 
email circulation of 220 teachers.  
In addition, over 20 teachers attend 
the thrice yearly GTN Meetings in 
Inverness.  These are held in the 
evening and attract teachers from 
as far north as Dornoch and from 
Moray, in all weathers!  The next is 
on 16th September in Millburn 
Academy.  New members are al-
ways welcome.                 Jim Leslie 

http://www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk


 

 

FairTrade  Bazaar  
on 

Saturday  
28 November 

at 

Inverness Town House 
11 am - 3 pm 

MEMBERSHIP OF HOWG 
 

Highland One World Group welcomes all who wish to join with us in ful-
filling our aims.  If you wish to receive our twice yearly Newsletter or 
make a donation, please return this slip to Jim Leslie, The Old Manse, 
AVOCH IV9 8RW      jim.leslie1@tesco.net. 
 

 

Name       …………………………………………………………….                                          
 

Address ………………………………………………………….. 
 

  ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Email ………………………………………….. 
(optional) 
 

I enclose donation of  ……………………………. 
(optional) 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN‘S 
GROUP 

 

The WEA‘s long standing group 
meets on Wednesday mornings 
during term time at Raigmore 
Community Centre 10 – 12 noon 
with a warm welcome and a cup of 
tea or coffee.   Sessions are friendly 
and lively.  Just come along - all 
are welcome! 
 

Common Threads 
Multicultural Sewing 

Group 
 

Merkinch Community Centre 
Thursdays (term time)  

10am – 12noon  
 

An informal group where we all 
share and develop a common inter-
est in handwork, from embroidery 
to machining, fabric dyeing and 
appliqué to knitting and crochet.  
 
There are opportunities to work 
together on joint projects (such as 
our Diversity Quilt), to learn new 
techniques or simply to catch up 
with our own handwork in the 
company of friends.  
 

For more information contact 
WEA office (01463) 710 577    Or  

Tutor : Alison Pyott (01463) 239 299  

funding from Scottish Executive Racial Equal-
ity, Integration and Community Support Fund 

   

Inverness Fairtrade Group 

Annual General Meeting 
on 

Tues. 8 September 

at 
23 Broadstone Park 

7:30 pm 
 

Fairtrade Film Shorts  

+ Pot-luck meal 
 

for details contact : 01463 241 252 
Email invernessfairtrade-

group@hotmail.co.uk 

EAST MEETS WEST 
BOLLYWOOD FASHION 

SHOW 
 

Thursday 24th September 
Millburn Academy Inverness 

 

Music, Dance, Henna hand paint-
ing, Indian Head Massage, Raffle  

 
Tickets adults £5, Conc. £3 

 
Funds in aid of Advocacy High-

land  Tel 01463 233460 email 
info@advocacy-highland.org.uk 

ACTIVITIES OF INVERNESS 
FAIRTRADE GROUP 

 

The IFT Group is currently work-
ing toward Charity Status with a 
new committee and Constitution. 
Our first AGM is on Tues. 8th Sept 
and all members and interested 
people are welcome - please email 
i n v e r n e s s f a i r t r a d e -
group@hotmail.co.uk for more 
information. The next Fairtrade 
Guide is due in the near future. 
Future aims of the IFT Group in-
clude making links with estab-
lished Fairtrade towns and villages 
in the Highlands (Dornoch; Broad-
ford; Ullapool) and supporting oth-
ers to make progress in this direc-
tion. In harmony with the Scottish 
Fairtrade Forum's (SFTF) aim to 
make Scotland a Fairtrade Nation, 
we hope to make the Highlands as 
progressive as possible. We plan a 
Highland page on  SFTF's website 
which can provide current infor-
mation and future plans. 
 

Two IFT Group members, Hilary 
Mackay and Ruth Anderson share 
a place on the SFTF Board. The 
Board acknowledged the risk of 
becoming focused on central belt 
issues and appreciate our different 
perspective. We assisted at an SFT 
Forum stall at the Royal Highland 
Show, which attracted much atten-
tion. We shared the tent with 
Imani, from Oban, which works in 
numerous countries, but was high-
lighting their work in Malawi. 
Many visitors had church or school 
connections with Malawi, and sev-
eral people had relatives doing ar-
duous cycle rides to raise money 
and awareness. The SFT Forum 
launched its Annual Report in the 
Scottish Parliament, an event oiled 
by various FT beverages, including 
sparkling wine, which I haven‘t yet 
seen in the shops.  
 

At each event I am encouraged by 
the enthusiasm and positivity of 
the general public with regard to 
Fairtrade. Sometimes it can seem 
as if we in the IFT Group are on 
our own working toward an im-
mense goal. Widening our hori-
zons over the past few months has 
for me, resulted in the realisation 
that we are one of many small 
groups and if we all work together, 
the goal of a Fairtrade Nation be-
comes ever more achievable. 

mailto:invernessfairtradegroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:invernessfairtradegroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:invernessfairtradegroup@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:invernessfairtradegroup@hotmail.co.uk

