Languages + Global Citizenship

Content - What we teach?
· Global citizenship is not anything extra to be taught, but about changing the way we think about what we teach and opening out to have a global perspective. You can bring a global dimension into the classroom and continue to teach as you normally do using games, pairwork, whole class activities, the core skills, grammar etc. 

· You can use the key issues in global citizenship to bring a global theme into your teaching, or look at the theme through a French / Spanish perspective – human rights (eg. do we all experience them eg. in a French African speaking country), sustainable development (eg. what do you think of France’s nuclear programme?), peace and conflict resolution, social equality (eg. different lifestyles in different cultures), appreciation of diversity (eg. linguistic)

· It is easier with older pupils (S3+) as they have more of an awareness of the foreign language, and the global issues. But you can do activities with any age group, as long as you change your expectation. eg. in S1/2 – single words rather than full sentences. 
· It is important to think carefully about the outcome of the lesson as this will affect the content – do you want pupils to really think about the issues and express their own ideas? Can they do this in the foreign language, or should the foreign language be used to stimulate ideas from texts? Do you want pupils to gain an understanding of a French speaking country and if so can you find an image / text related to that country? Do you want pupils to practice a linguistic structure?

Methodology - How we teach?

· Participatory + decision making activities – collaborative learning, community of enquiry
· Active approaches – discussion, debate, investigation, role-play
· Links with other communities / schools
· Whole school activities - raise awareness + share values

Simple Ideas

· Human rights – pupils create a poster to advertise a human right using specific linguistic structures eg. il ne faut pas maltraiter les enfants.

· Sustainable development – look at the geography of countries in S1 where French / German / Spanish is spoken + colour in a map of the country using a key in French / German etc to show the type of land eg. mountains, river etc. Pupils might then think about how the land will change in 100 years time + why and create another map + colour this. 

· Peace and conflict resolution – Juxtapose 2 images of conflict and peace. The pupils then write a poem describing each concept using the a series of opposites. eg. Bonjour la paix, c’est calme, au revoir la guerre, c’est affreux
· Social equality – create a word bank of nouns and adjectives from images of different countries

· Appreciation of diversity - Comparison of cultures by looking at the similarities + differences on specific issues in a reading text / video clip / websites eg. daily routine, weather, school, clothes
Resources + Ideas

http://shroomsoup.skyrock.com/
What? A blog which asks people to do something to save the lives of children in the world. There is a link to an excellent short video clip of Hollywood stars clicking to indicate another child dying. It has a short French commentary. 
Lesson idea It could be used as a listening activity with comprehension questions for S4-6 + followed up by asking pupils to create their own video ad / poster. 

http://www.unicef.org/french/index.php
What? The UNICEF website in French giving the latest news articles and video clips. 
Lesson idea The video clips could be used to promote a discussion with pupil in S4-6. One video clip (?) describes the life of children in Iraq with a commentary in a foreign language. Pupils could then create a similar video / powerpoint presentation / series of photos to show their own life with French commentary / captions. 

eg. Video clip to promote education using footballers. No sound. Just still images. Pupils could create a commentary

Video clip on visit to UNICEF projects in Haiti – francophone country

Reportage photos – series of photos outlining the UN’s goals. No words used. Could ask pupils to describe the images / create a story for a picture. 

http://www.food-force.com/fr/
What? Excellent downloadable famine crisis management game. Lesson plans also available. 
Lesson idea Introduce the concept of food as a basic human need. Pupils can do some research to find out about a country where there is a famine and produce a fact file in the foreign language eg. name, continent, flag, capital city, land type etc. Pupils can also play the game by completing a series of tasks. 
http://www.j8summit.com/france/index
What? A website giving information about the junior J8 summit event that happens every year when pupils choose a country and represent it. They prepare a speech on set issues. The website gives all the entry information + resources – info sheets on key topics. 
Lesson idea Even if pupils were not entering the competition for real, you could hold a J8 summit in your own classroom or ask the pupils to simply prepare a talk to present to the class. 

http://www.lespetitscitoyens.com
What? A website with information on countries of the world (Europe / Asia / Africa) – good for reading comprehension with S3+. Excellent blog about a group of French pupil’s trip in Senegal. L’education c’est quoi? A video clip answers this question. 
30 very short video clips (cartoons + actors) outlining the rights of every child.  

Lesson idea Pupils could choose a video clip of the rights and illustrate it in a poster / comic strip. Or you could create questions for a few video clips and ask the pupils to answer them. Pupils could answer the question about what they think education is in the foreign language (using opinion phrases in S3+ or simply c’est + an infinitive in S2).
http://www.lesclesjunior.com/rubriques/monde/
What? Website with news articles from around the world on different issues. 

Lesson idea Reading comprehension – S3+. Need to create comprehension questions

 http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk/education/education_pack.html
What? Information on Education Pack, links to case studies from different countries in English., and activity sheets in French
Lesson idea Set up a debate with the class. Pupils work in pairs and represent a country (using the case studies). They have to say why they should have their debt dropped. 
http://jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/worship
What? Materials in different languages related to debt. eg. a play in French. Complex language. 
Lesson idea Produce a class play using a script
Books 
All available through Oxfam Publishing - http://publications.oxfam.org.uk
Human Rights in the Curriculum – French: A handbook for use in the secondary classroom. (Amnesty International, £20)

Human Rights in the Curriculum – Spanish: A handbook for use in the secondary classroom. (Amnesty International, £20)

Namibia: gestern, heute und morgan: A German language teaching resource for Key Stage 4 (£17)

Changing Places: Cross Curricular approaches to teaching languages (£20)

Reflections on Citizenship in a Multilingual World (£11)

Allons en Haiti (Action Aid)

China Education Project

www.scg.org.uk/china-education-project
