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Comment 

Joined-up thinking is the theme for inservice days with 

probationary teachers this term.  In collaboration  with 

CSV Action for Sustainability the days will look at all the 

initiatives and aspects of the curriculum which  can fall 

under the umbrella of Sustainable Development Education 

-  environment, global, health, enterprise, citizenship, 

creative, school links and partnerships  as well as Eco 

Schools. The active methodology which Curriculum for 

Excellence encourages will be a focus also, as well as 

learning indoors and out!  Shorter versions of this are 

available for CAT too. Please see page 4. 

 

Last term a very thoughtful Global Teacher Network 

meeting took place on Climate Change.  This is reviewed 

on page 2 and the next meeting, on 27th May, on a Global 

approach to Eco schools, is advertised. All welcome. 

 

In March Cromarty Courthouse, the WEA and Highland 

One World Group worked together on a learning day to 

mark the 200th anniversary of the end of the Slave Trade 

in the British Empire. The day did not only deal with the 

past; it confronted the present too.  Slavery is still with us.  

Injustice in the way we trade with former slave plantation 

areas goes on.  It was a very successful day, much enjoyed 

by the young people as well as the adults who attended.  

There may be ideas for your school to pursue ï please see 

page 3. 

 

All resources mentioned are available for loan; please get 

in touch if you would like to see them. 

 

Last Terms Activities 

1. Eagleôs Kingdom  This global biodiversity game is 

progressing well. The Countryside Rangers have been in-

putting to the support materials, which will be available 

after the Summer.  It was played with P5 ï 7 and the Eco 

Committee at Acharacle Primary School. The youngsters 

were very absorbed in the issues and teachers were 

pleased to see them problem solving and working coop-

eratively in groups.  

2. Fair Trade  With Fairtrade Fortnight in March there 

was a lot of activity. Linking into their Rich World: Poor 

World topic,   Beauly Primary and Drakies Primary both 

had sessions on this issue that brings together citizenship, 

enterprise and living more sustainably. Fortrose Academy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Cradlehall primary enjoyed visits from Ghanaian co-

coa growers ï more details on page 3. 

3. Early Years   Activities to bring a global approach to 

the nursery and P1 were explored with Ullapool Primary 

Nursery cluster and with Gergask Primary and its 

neighbours.  Lots of bright, new resources were loaned 

out.  

4. Joined up thinking was the focus of a CAT session at 

Acharacle primary.  A full day version of this is open to 

Probationary teachers this term.  Please see page 4. 

5. School Partnerships  To further their link with Tanza-

nia, a CAT session at Buckie High School focused on  

bringing a global dimension into more curriculum areas, 

encouraging more departments to engage with the partner-

ship. Fortrose Academy had an evening to launch a film 

of the schoolôs first group of pupils on their visit to their 

partner school in Malawi. The film, made by one of the 

pupils, was very perceptive, with the young people talking 

to the camera about their observations and feelings.  

6. Curriculum Support   At Kilchuimen Academy a plan-

ning session  explored ways of  re-energising the PSD 

programme.  At Lochardil primary 2 teachers were sup-

ported to bring a fair trade element into food and farming. 

óThanks for brilliant selection of resources and your time 

yesterday - much appreciated. Good to feel inspired and 

enthused even at the end of term!!ô was the comment. 



 

              Joined-UP Thinking                           JoinedςUp Thinking                                                   JoinedτUp Thinking 

Climate Change 
Climate Change was the topic discussed at the Global teacher 
Network meeting on 30th January.  
Following two extracts from the film An Inconvenient Truth,  
chosen by Jim Leslie to illustrate the varied nature of the film,  
from geographical and scientific to personal and ethical,  a fruit-
ful, positive exchange of ideas took place.  There was a lot of 
sharing of good practice. 
 
The main points were 
1. Climate change is worthy of a cross curricular approach ς 

many if not all secondary departments have something 
to contribute to it and gain from it.  

2. Project centred activity is when learning really takes off 
as youngsters feel involved and motivated.   

3. This joined up approach is starting to happen, under Cur-
riculum for Excellence,  in some secondary schools espe-
cially for S1 and S2. 

4. Primary teachers emphasised that they plan in this cross 
curricular way  anyway! 

 
The obstacles facing secondary schools were identified as 

¶ lack of time for  getting departments together for plan-
ning 

¶ the constraints of the timetable 

¶ the structure  imposed by  SQA for S3 upwards 

¶ how much a bottom up approach can achieve.   
 
Good practice 
Grantown Grammar spoke of their cross-curricular work in re-
sponse to Curriculum for Excellence, not specifically on Climate 
Change ς but on global themes which pull departments to-
ƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ƎŜǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻȄŜǎΩΦ 
 
 Primary teachers saw Climate Change as a theme for Eco 
Schools and identified Eco Schools as a focus for transition from 
P7 to S1.  P7s  have had a lot of responsibility and shown leader-
ship  in various initiatives in the school, which can come under 
the banner of Eco Schools,  but it was felt secondary schools 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ΨŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΩ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
maintained in S1.  Eco Schools as a transition  project  was felt 
to be worthy of further discussion and so will be the topic of the 
next meeting. 
A full  write up of the Climate Change meeting can be found on 

www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk 

Resource ideas were also shared.  
¶ www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/   is 

full of ideas for young people to start 
with small local actions which could 
contribute to change. 

¶ LTS  has Climate Change resources 
www.ltscotland.org.uk/sustainabledeve
lopment/climatechange .   

¶ Ψaȅ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩΣ ŀ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ 
production on the web was identified as 
ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ tт κ {мΦ Ψaȅ ǎǳǎπ
ǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻǿƴΩ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 
for S2 / S3.   

¶ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ς the educational im-
ǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ 
(http://www.tidegloballearning.net ) 
was distributed as a stimulus for an in 
service day to generate debate amongst 
a staff  about the curriculum innovation 
needed to deal with issues like climate 
change. 

¶ http://www.focuseducational.com/htm
l/product_overview.php/pictures  was 
available for all to see.  Photographs 
can be used to stimulate discussion and 
are a useful tool for AiFL, especially for 
formative assessment. 

Highland One World Group has plenty of photo-
packs and videos to illustrate drought, flood, 
cyclones and to help young people understand 
living more sustainably. Some recent ones are 
Lessons in Sustainability, Educating for Sustain-
ability., Food and Farming - local and global,  
Water Issues ςlocal and global, and Climate 
Change ς local and  

                                       DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Tuesday 27th May 2008 at Millburn Academy ï 6.45pm for 7pm ï all welcome 

The theme will be a global approach to ECO SCHOOLS  

 

¶    building on what goes on in primary schools 

¶    a preview of the new Eco Schools global unit Sustaining our world  

Global Teacher Network  - Review and Resources 

http://www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk
http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/climatechange
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/climatechange
http://www.tidegloballearning.net
http://www.focuseducational.com/html/product_overview.php/pictures
http://www.focuseducational.com/html/product_overview.php/pictures
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Fairtrade Fortnight  - Events and Resources  

Review of  end of Slave Trade : dawn of Fair Trade 
Learning day at Highland Council Chamber  4th March 2008  

Comfort Kumeah and Christiana  Ohene-Aygare, guests of the Co-op,  visited 
Cradlehall Primary and 2 Geography classes at Fortrose Academy as well as the 
Fairtrade Group in that school.  They spoke passionately to enthusiastic young 
people about the  difference fairtrade agreements have made to their lives.  
The main points taken on board by classes were: 

¶ how democratic Kuapa Kokoo is ς democracy, transparency, equity  and 
accountability are their key words 

¶ how corrupt the old system was with the purchaser cheating producers 
with unfair scales etc . Under the new system the Recorder is elected, 
ensuring transparency and equity. 

¶ how surprised they were that  still only 7 percent of Kuapa Kokoo cocoa 
is sold on fairtrade terms  

¶  how important it therefore is to promote the fairtrade message  

¶ just how much of a difference the 2 premiums make: the top up if the 
market price drops and the  social premium. (The latter  is US$ 150 per 
ǘƻƴύ /ƻƳŦƻǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻǊƴ Ƴƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛπ
ŀƴŀΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ŘǳƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

¶ Cradlehall children were delighted to see that Comfort was photo-
graphed in the Fairtrade newsletter they had downloaded from the 
internet. which was pinned to their board. 

Ghanaian Kuapa Kokoo Cooperative Cocoa Growers School Visits  -  Wednesday 5th March for Fairtrade Fortnight 

Overview 
93 people signed up for this active day, including teach-
ers, librarians and some school parties.  The day moved 
from the past to the present, from talks to interactive 
workshops, with  a healthy lunch of locally sourced in-
gredients in the middle. We were joined mid morning 
by 2 Ghanaian cocoa farmers who were visitng the UK 
as guests fo the Co-op for Fairtrade Fortnight.  The par-
ticipants were welcomed by the Vice-Convenor, Cllr 
Jean Urquhart, who is keen to see Highland become  a 
Fairtrade Local Authroity.  

Evaluation 

¶ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ κ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ 
involvement in the slave trade. 

¶ It made me think about the different types of slavery 
that is happening today. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ Ψ/ƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΩ ƛƴ Ψ!Ω!ŘŀƳǎΩǎ .ŀƛǊƴǎΚΩ ƳƻǾŜŘ 
me most. 

¶ The cocoa growers small speech impacted on me. 

¶ I would use again in school the group work activities 
about fair trade. 

¶ Very, very thought provoking. 

The Past 
First David Alston spoke movingly about his research into the 
links between  Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross, in par-
ticular, with the slave plantation areas in modern day Guyana.  
He was followed by  James Robertson the author of Joseph 
Knight, a slave in the Caribbean who was brought to 
Perthshire by his owners, in the 18th century,  where, through 
the courts, he won his freedom. 

The Workshops  - the present  
Anti-Slavery International showed us that slavery is still very 
much a thing of the present. 12.3 million people  are affected 
todayτtrafficked,  bonded or child labourers or in forced la-
bour. Why does it go on?   Oxfam looked at what can be done 
to make trade fair, both from a global and local perspective, 
and examined the difference between slavery and exploita-
ǘƛƻƴΦ  Ψ!Ω!ŘŀƳΩǎ .ŀƛǊƴǎΚΩ , a new resource pack, created by 
Scottish Development Education Centre and the National Li-
brary of Scotland,  formed the basis of  a workshop led by 
Scottish DEC. The songs and original source materials  again 
moved people from the past to the present.  

Resources  
1. Ψ!Ω!ŘŀƳΩǎ .ŀƛǊƴǎΚΩ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ   !ƭƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜπ

ceive a copy. 
2. www.LTScotland.org.uk/abolition  offers materials for 

primary and secondary  
3. Scotland and the slave tradeτ2007 Bicentenary  
 of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act   
            www.scotland.gov.uk/publications  
4. The Challenge of Globalisation (Oxfam) - an inter 
 active resource to aid understanding of the ethi 
 cal as well as economic aspects of globalisation.  
5. Our news, our viewsτAnti-Slavery international 
6. When rights are left  - Human Rights in the  
 curriculum 
7. The Changing face of slavery ς(video pack) - past 
  to present, including child labour 
8. Our past is their present (SCIAF) - Victorian fact- 
 tory conditions may not exist here any more but  
 what about where many of our consumer goods  
 are made?  
9. Just Acting (Christian Aid) - drama to bring issues  
 like Fair Trade to life. 
10. Many simulation gamesτthe Chocolate Trade  
 Game, Looking behind the Logo,  the Coffee Chain 
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CPD Opportunties from HOWG   
These workshops (and others)  can be delivered at your 
school or for cluster groups during  CAT or part of an  
inservice day: 
 

 (a) The Multicultural Aspects of the  
              Curriculum Framework 3 ς 5 

 (b)  Development Education support 
for  

                A Curriculum for Excellence 
     ©    A global approach to enterprise activity 

 (d)  Joined up thinking ςideas for the classroom  
        and simulation games to help develop critical  
        and creative thinking about the  cross-overs  
        between environment, health, global  
        education, citizenship, enterprise and  
        sustainable development.  

       
All are listed in the online CPD calendar. 

All will be linked to the 4 capacities of 
  Curriculum for Excellence 

 CPD for Probationary Teachers 
during the Summer Term 

 
 With CSV Action for Sustainability, 
Highland One World Group will be 
delivering  day sessions on Joined-
Up thinking ς thinking out of the 
box ς global citizenship and sus-
tainable development education .... 

 

¶ bringing together the cross  
         cutting  themes 

¶ making connections with  
         Curriculum for Excellence 

¶ exploring Assessment is for 
Learning 

¶ looking at active learning  
         materials, available for loan,   
             for the classroom ς indoor  
            and outdoor! 

¶ Ideas for the classroom 
 
Coming to a venue near to you! 
 

¶ Tues 22 April      Dingwall 

¶ Tues 29 April      Wick 

¶ Thurs  1 May      Dingwall 

¶ Fri       2  May      Dingwall 

¶ Tues 13 May      Fort William 
 
  

 Details in the on-line CPD calendar. 
 

 For more information  please contact: 
 

 Elanor.gordon@highland.gov.uk 
 

 or 
 

 Janis.keast@highland.gov.uk 

CǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ bŜǿǎ 
Educational materials, making the links with A Curriculum for 
Excellence, can be seen on these websites:  
 www.oxfam.org.uk   including the relationship between pov-
erty and climate change, ideas for volunteering etc       
www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/climatechange/index.htm    
/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ  Ω{ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ŜŜƪΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ мǎǘ 
June for 9τ11 year olds  

www.sciafyouth.org.uk  which is a new site for young people  - 
resources, especially to do with the Fairtrade School Award 

Dates this term 
 
April 7            World Health Day 
April 21 -27    Education Action Week (Global Campaign 
                        for Education week of action) 
April 22          Annual Earth Day 
April 25          Africa malaria day 
June  1 ς 7      Volunteer Week 
June  5            World Environment Day 
June 12           World against Child Labour 
June 16 ς 22   Refugee Week 
June 16            UN Day of the African child 
June 17           World Day to combat desertification  

                        &drought 

Our website has been  re-launched.  Do take a look.   
If you  have  information you would like to share with others please get in touch 

www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk  

For more information about anything mentioned in this newsletter please contact: 

Janis Keast, Development Education Worker, The Education Centre, Castle Street,  Dingwall IV15  9HU 

Tel : 01349 863441 (Tuesdays usually) or 01381 621265  Email : Janis.Keast@hcs.uhi.ac.uk 

                        Supported by                              
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