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Comment 

2009 is the Year of Homecoming.  Schools are looking for ways 
to bring this theme into their curriculum in a sustainable way, 
rather than seeing it as a one off.  Audrey Kellacher, a local 
teacher, seconded to Learning and Teaching Scotland as De-
velopment Officer for Homecoming, certainly sees the long 
term legacy of Homecoming as very important.   Two strands 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ {ŎƻǘǎΩ and ΨtƭŀŎŜ bŀƳŜǎΩ.   These 
themes are expanded on elsewhere in this newsletter. Living-
stone was a very great Scot.  His story enhances school part-
nerships, especially for any school which has a link with Ma-
lawi.  There he is most remembered for his determination to 
confront the Slave Trade in East Africa and to replace it with 
legitimate trade. The place names on a map of Jamaica reveal 
the extent of Scottish links there, through plantations set up 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƭŀōƻǳǊΦ    ! ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ψ!Ω!ŘŀƳΩǎ .ŀƛǊƴǎΨ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
available soon to all schools ς a resource which explores iden-
tity, equality and diversity in Scotland past and present- in-
cluding a look at sectarianism.  Much work last term focused 
on Fair Trade which is a modern day response to unresolved 
injustices which take us straight back to Malawi and Jamaica, 
to Great Scots and Place Names. 
 
[ŀǎǘ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
1.Nursery Sessions were run at Cononbridge and Maryburgh 
nurseries on 8 Jan on waste and recycling.  At Cannichbridge  
on 23 Feb the theme was cold places and  water was the topic 
at Smithton on 25 Feb, as part of their International Week.  In 
all cases children were matching and sorting, sequencing and 
reporting using photographs and stickers.  
2.Primary classroom visits.  Many centred on Fair Trade as 
Fairtrade Fortnight approached in February (full report on p3).  
At Kirkhill the theme was water, a right, a responsibility. Oth-
ers at Dingwall Primary and Ullapool Primary supported 
Homecoming.  A project organised by their Cultural Coordina-
tor on Journeys was in progress.  The children were focusing 
ƻƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜΦ  Ih²DΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴπ
centrated on activities to encourage critical thinking about 
journeys people do not choose to make such as fleeing from a 
natural disaster or a man-made one like war.  
3.CPD  Several sessions were held on Joined Up Thinking, tools 
to make the links between citizenship, sustainable develop-
ment education, enterprise, Eco-Schools, school partnerships, 

health and many others. These occurred during Cat at Knock-
breck and Bonarbridge and during an inserivce day at Holm 
and Lochardil.  There was also a well received ΨLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƻ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΩ day  (more on p2) 
пΦΨaŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎΩ ς several teachers were supported with the 
development of units of work ς advice and resources.  The 
topics were globalising Eco-Schools, whole school ap-
proaches to  Eco-Schools themes, through ROWAN - school 
partnerships and Eco-Schools, linking Alness Academy with a 
school in Addis Ababa, -  suspended timetable weeks on 
global themes and a global dimension for children with spe-
cial educational needs.  
5.Assemblies were led at Drakies for infants and then the  
upper school and at Dingwall Academy for S1.  
6.9ŀƎƭŜΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ the game was handed over to the HC 
Countryside Ranger service, who look forward to working 
with you on it. (see p3) 
 
 
 
.  

 

 

 

Calling Probationary Teachers  

JOINED UP THINKINGING CPD  

strategies to make links between initia-

tives such as enterprise, health, citizen-

ship, outdoor education, Eco-Schools, 

sustainable development and a global 

dimension. See p4 for details 
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The last Global Teacher Network meeting was 
held in the meeting Room in the new Millburn 
Academy on 28th January.  The issue discussed 
was an IT approach to a global classroom.  
George Glass gave a stimulating presentation 
about the impact of e twinning, Thea Pallut Searle 
illustrated the effect working in a global context 
can have on Modern Languages classes. We heard 
video clips of her class talking about infant mortal-
ity rates in the Congo. Doug Morrison talked 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DŀƳōƛŀ 
impacts on individuals and the ethos of the 
school.  Martyn Crawshaw facilitated an interest-
ing section on the concept that IT ς individual 
computers ς can reduce educational inequality.  
ΨhƴŜ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ {ǳǎŀƴ !Ǉπ
pleby shared insights from the International Edu-
cation Masterclass training days. To see a fuller 
write up on this meeting  please go to 
www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk  

 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 19th 
May at 6.45pm in Millburn Academy Meeting 
Room, where the topic for discussion will be the 
Year of Homecoming and the 60th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
Teachers will share work they have done, Audrey 
Kellacher (LTS and Crown Primary) will give in-
sights.  There will also be an opportunity to see 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ψ! !ŘŀƳΩǎ .ŀƛǊƴǎΩ which could 
be a vehicle for creating a legacy for the Year of 
Homecoming, as it tackles diversity, identity and 

Andrea Mason from the British Council 
DGSP team worked with HOWG to deliver 
the ΨLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tŀǊǘπ
ƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΩ workshop day at Ross County on 
17th March. This thought provoking, par-
ticipatory event was very well received by 
all present as it encouraged people to 
think about why they were considering a 
partnership, what they were hoping for 
from it and how to go about setting one 
up. Equity, sustainability and learning are 
the 3 key words for DGSP.  Many re-
sources are available to support the global 
dimension in the curriculum.  New local 
ones from and about Malawi are available 
on the website.  Do take a look! Building 
Successful  School Partnerships, a free 
ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ hȄŦŀƳΣ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  ΨThis 
was an excellent workshopτvery informa-
tive  and informal.  Great food for 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
the process of creating and sustaining an 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩΦ 

Resources are available  for loan to support a 
global school partnership and to help embed it in 
the curriculum. The Global School Guide,  the Good 
Practice Guide to whole school linking,  A Toolkit for 
linking ς opportunities and challenges, Partners in 
Learning (DGSP own support materials)  are a few 
of the partnership itself.  Speaking for ourselves, 
listening to others,  Food and Farming ςlocal and 
global, Start with a story   and What is globalisa-
tion?  are a few of the many that help embed  
global citizenship in regular topic and subject areas.  

http://www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk
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Small grants received from the Scottish Fair Trade Fo-

rum  enabled a plethora of activity to take place in the lead 

up to Fairtrade Fortnight (23 Feb to 8 March).  Staff were 

helped with planning and with resources. Fairtrade Assem-

blies were led at Drakies and Dingwall Academy.   The 

Chocolate Trade Game was played with P7 at Smithton 

Primary as part of their International Week, sessions on 

trade justice were held at Croy Primary, Avoch, Hill of 

Fearn and Hilton of Cadboll, linking to the Millennium 

Development Goals.  A Malawian visitor, a guest of the 

Scottish Fair Trade Forum,  spoke with passion at Avoch 

and Drakies and provoked an avalanche of thoughtful ques-

tions and comments. .  The feedback was very sensitive. 

The Eagleôs Kingdom was presented to all the Highland Council Countryside Rangers at a celebratory event 

at SNHôs new office in Golspie on Tuesday 24th March.  Councillor Ian Ross put the game into the context of 

Highland Councilôs Sustainable Development Education programme. Jamie Stone MSP gave us the Scottish 

Governmentôs perspective on mitigating Climate Change and living more sustainably, while the young peo-

ple from Rosehall School who had helped create the game way back in 2005  reminded us of the impact their 

involvement had had on them. Coping with group dynamics and problem solving were keys for them as they 

were in all the evaluation received.  It contributes to all 4 capacities of a Curriculum for Excellence as it has 

óchallenging activities to make children thinkô, said one teacher. óMy class saw that solving one problem can 

create anotherô.  óThey were all engrossed.  It has something for everyone.  It was good to see them interact-

ing with each otherô. 

All the resources - which are available for loan - enhance the delivery of a Curriculum for Excellence.  They en-

courage group work and problem solving. Besides the Chocolate Trade Game, other simulations are available.  In 

Looking behind the Logo Oxfam exposes the unfairness in the sports wear supply chain.  Sowing and Harvesting  

helps  7 ï 11 year olds see the relationship between food, farming and trade. Just Acting has sketches on issues 

such as Fair Trade. Go Bananas is an Oxfam favourite. Even with very young children the photographs can be 

used to great effect. For linking  thereôs the Global School Guide,  the Good Practice Guide to whole school link-

ing,  A Toolkit for linking ï opportunities and challenges, Partners in Learning (DGSP own support materials) 

plus others.........   



 

              Year of Homecoming                    Year of Homecoming 

CPD Opportunities from HOWG       These workshops (and others)  can be delivered at your school or 
for cluster groups during  CAT or part of an inservice day: 

Addressing the Multicultural Aspects of Curriculum Framework 3 ς 5 
Development Education support for a Curriculum for Excellence & NP4 
A global approach to enterprise activity ς support from   Development Education resources 
Introducing Joined up thinking for the classroom -  Citizenship and sustainability  

       
   All are listed in the  online CPD calendar. 
    All will be linked to  the 4 capacities of 
Curriculum for Excellence 

CPD    Probationary Teachers 
Joined Up Thinking -  activities for the classroom 

Make initiatives more manageable.  Tools , strategies and resources to make the links between enter-
prise, health, citizenship, Outdoor education, Eco-Schools, international education, creativity and the 
global dimension  on 

20th April in Dingwall     and           29th April in Wick 
[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ Ψǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ        ΨL ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΦΩ 

            óI liked how everything discussed today relates to all parts of a Curriculum for Excellenceô 

 
Contact:            janis.keast@highland.gov.uk         or   

Malawi Resource Support 
Sheena Duthie, Kingussie High,  is sharing poems and stories written for her by young people in Malawi 
ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ  ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ Ih²DΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪΦ  

IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ hƴŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk 

Send my friend to school 
Update on this campaign which many schools have engaged with ..........This year the 
'Send my friend to school' campaign includes  the 'Big Read' this April 22nd. You can 
find out more on the Global Campaign for Education's website   - including resources 
for your school to take part. 

CǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ bŜǿǎ 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ hȄŦŀƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŀōƭŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ  
There is a feature on Mapping our World  and lots on Climate Chaos ς topics of importance to young people.  
www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb  and 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/  

Diary Dates 
1. 2009 Year of Homecoming ς much to link into  
2.  April 20 -26-    Send my friend to school  - ǎŜŜ ŀōƻǾŜΩ 
3. Tuesday 19th May, Global Teacher Network meeting, 6.45pm  Millburn Academy meeting Room, Homecoming, 
Human Rights 60th !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ψ!Ω!ŘŀƳΩǎ .ŀƛǊƴǎΩΦ 
4. June  5             World Environment Day 
5.  June 12           World against Child Labour 
6.  June 15 ς 21   Refugee Week 

 
For more information about anything mentioned in this newsletter please contact: 

Janis Keast, Development Education Worker, The Education Centre, Castle Street,  Dingwall IV15  9HU 
Tel : 01349 863441 (Tuesdays usually) or 01381 621265  Email : Janis.Keast@highland..gov.uk 
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