Community Networking Meeting  Wednesday 10th November 2010
23 Broadstone Park, Inverness 6.00pm
Present: - David Crippin, Christian Aid;  Satyapada Campbell, Triratna Buddhist Community;  Anne Kane, Oxfam Scotland; Malcolm Fleming, Oxfam Scotland; Jelica Gaverovic, Amnesty Highland;  Alison Pyott, Minority Ethic Support Groups;  Jenny Sleeman, BCTV and Highland Environmental Network (HEN); Caroline Eccles Ross-shire Waste Action Network (RoWAN); Ruth Irvine, British Red Cross; Ian Barr, Highland One World Group (HOWG); Jim Leslie, HOWG; Janis Keast, HOWG; Martyn Crawshaw, HOWG; Hilary Lawson, HOWG.

Apologies:- Kate MacLennan (HOWG), Rae Swan (HOWG), Julia Nelson (Amnesty), Anne Thomas (Transition Black Isle and Friends of the Earth),  David Lynch (Greenhouse), Monica Lee MacPherson (CEMVO), Maurice Porter (Oxfam Shop Inverness)
Martyn Crawshaw, Chair of HOWG, welcomed everyone to the meeting and handed over to Hilary Lawson who gave a brief overview of HOWG noting that Janis Keast had been in post, mainly serving the formal sector, for the last 16 years.   There has always been a Community sector within HOWG to which Janis also contributes but it is fair to say that the formal sector involvement has dominated.  Now we are looking again at the Community sector to review it.  Martyn suggested that we in turn describe our own position.

It was agreed that a minute of this meeting could be distributed to all and that we all agree that our email contacts could be shared within the group.

Amnesty Highland

Jelica Gaverovic noted that Highland Amnesty had been recently formed.  They had already operated a book exchange at the Inverness Book Festival and were planning a card campaign.  They presently communicate by Twitter. 

Christian Aid

David Crippin, Chair of the local Christian Aid Committee, described the work of Christian Aid both as disaster and long term relief and the Christian Aid week in May.  He noted the campaign on climate change and the current campaign to highlight tax avoidance by global multinational companies.

Highland One World Group
Ian Barr is an educational consultant and is on the Committee of HOWG

Janis Keast is HOWG’s main funded employee and works mainly in the formal sector but she explained her involvement in the Community sector particularly with the International Women’s Day annual event at Merkinch (5th March in 2011).

Rose McKechnie is a long term member of HOWG and the Women’s Sewing Group and is very interest in support for ethnic minorities.

Jim Leslie works on a casual basis as admin support to HOWG and produces the Community newsletter.

Triratna Buddhist Community 

Satyapada is a member of the Buddhist Community. She does not speak for them but promotes Buddhist core values. Her group does much work in India (by Indians) for education and support of children in poverty.
Oxfam Scotland

Anne Kane represents Oxfam Scotland and has much contact with HOWG.  She handed over to Malcolm Fleming to speak on Oxfam’s current work.  Malcolm described the work in health, education and development work. He described the current Robin Hood Tax campaign and current concerns about possible cuts in the Scottish aid budget.  Also although Westminster government finance seems secure, Oxfam is working with others to ensure this remains so.  He noted potential advantages to local groups in having the First Secretary to the Treasury as our MP.  He also noted the significance of climate change to communities in Scotland such as South Uist.
British Red Cross 

Ruth Irvine described the British Red Cross’s work on health, conflict, humanitarianism and disasters and emergencies which focuses on youth work.  BRC provides resources for leaders and a Newslink on its website.
ROWAN

Caroline Eccles described the work of Rowan which started as an organisation concerned with water management and now makes the link to Climate Change.  They have funding to (i) promote waste reduction with schools and homes (ii) involve volunteers to do the work.

Highland Environmental Network and BCTV

Jenny Sleeman is Chair of HEN and also represents BCTV.  BCTV organises volunteers to work on environmental projects and also runs Green Gym which engages people in direct work in the environment. HEN has developed a comprehensive web site with help from Highland Council and runs an annual conference (12th March 2011 in Fortrose)

Minority Ethnic Groups

Alison Pyott works to support minority ethnic groups.  The current project is to develop a multicultural centre at 1 Ardconnel Terrace, with the Chinese community taking the lead at present.

The meeting then moved to general discussion.  The following points were made.

· Hilary Lawson wondered if we could have a future shared meeting with Danny Alexander.
· Alison Pyott suggested creating a community network page on the HOWG website and Janis Keast suggested using the Newsletter as a focus.
· Hilary Lawson and Ian Barr suggested we need to coordinate our events and efforts to avoid date clashes and perhaps share events where appropriate.

· Jenny Sleeman suggested we could perhaps share issues and perhaps facilitate solutions.
· Hilary Lawson noted that we don’t know what cuts are coming and our situation and that of the community may change.  
· Malcolm Fleming again noted our opportunity to access the First Secretary to the Treasury.
· Ian Barr suggested we have a light touch strategy which allows us to communicate but does not become burdensome and suggested that we produce a draft strategy. HOWG could be the mechanism for communication.

It was agreed that Ian Barr and Hilary Lawson produce a draft paper for circulation to everyone.

Martyn Crawshaw thanked everyone for their attendance and drew the meeting to a close at 7.30m.  The possible date for the next meeting was set at 6.00pm on 2nd February 2011 in the Multicultural Centre at 1 Ardconnel Terrace, Inverness.
