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Comment
To start the new session this newsletter aims to give ideas to  support and address the crosscutting themes of a Curriculum for Excellence which  says, ‘Important themes such as enterprise, citizenship, sustainable development, international education and creativity need to be developed in a range of contexts. Learning relating to these themes is therefore built in to the experiences and outcomes across the curriculum areas. This approach reduces the need for other layers of planning across the curriculum.’  As soon as a global approach is taken to a theme, citizenship and sustainable development education  are included.  The interactive methodology of all the resources for loan are also conducive to an enterprising, cooperative classroom.  On pages 2 and 3 examples of work going on in Highland schools  are expanded on to illustrate how many of these crosscutting themes can be joined-up in one subject area or topic. On page 4 CPD opportunities are listed which  explore interdisciplinary ways of  working with exciting real contexts through the crosscutting themes.
Last term’s activities

1.  Classroom Sessions  Food, farming and health were most sort after themes last term. Sessions were held with 2 classes at Cradlehall, Maryburgh,  St Joseph’s (including the Nursery), Kirkhill, where the SNAG group also had a session, and Aviemore where  one class considered the health of the environment  by playing the Eagle’s Kingdom simulation game.   At Newtonmore a very lively session explored Human Rights ( and corresponding Responsibilities)  and, related to that, at Raigmore the class involved with the Energy + Action = Change project questioned our attitude (right) to energy.
2. Cauldeen primary school had a Global Day where year groups  explored issues.  The P4s and 5s questioned our attitude to waste and consumption.  The P6s and 7s considered diversity and stereotyping while the P1s-3s,  using stories and bananas, enthusiastically  joined in all sorts of activities which gave them an idea of the interdependent world we live in, the unfairness and injustice that goes on around us and challenged them to consider their needs rather than their wants.
3. CPD Opportunities  The Embedding Global Citizenship inservice day in May was well received (more on p2).  Two sessions were run for Probationary teachers on Joined up Thinking (about cross cutting themes) .  A related  session, to meet the needs of Early Years  Practitioners, was also held in 
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Dingwall. ‘Very thought provoking.  Great ideas’, was one comment. The relationship between sustainable development and global citizenship was also the theme in April  of a session with Aberdeen University PGDE distance learners.  The Global Teacher Network met in May where suspended timetable days or weeks was the theme discussed (more on p2)
4. CAT  A session was held at Crown Nursery for a cluster of groups  on including  global citizenship within themes and topics rather than adding it on  through the occasional festival.  Sessions on school linking  were  run for Forres Academy ASG  and for St Joseph’s  where ways of embedding a school partnership within the curriculum were investigated and  efforts were made to join up the link with the Eco-Schools framework. The Eco-Schools topics can make exciting issues to share learning on with a partner school.

5. Two CSV Action for Sustainability run Eco-Schools Conferences held in April in Kyleakin and Inverness High School  (for secondary schools) took the theme of Energy + Action = Change.  HOWG ran sessions for all participants on  our attitudes and values  to energy use and smaller sessions on sustainable communities  using the ever popular Eagle’s Kingdom game. (More on p3)
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