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Energy + Action = Change is a Climate Challenge Fund supported project involving Millburn and its associated primary schools.  While the main thrust is on raising the awareness of the wider school community of the causes of Climate Change through science and numeracy, many other areas of the curriculum have been  involved too.  A lot of language work and ICT has revolved around this theme .  Ways are also being explored  to mitigate and adapt to Climate Change.   Transition  is also a core strand of this project.  The work has offered P7s several opportunities to get together and to visit their future secondary school so that the whole process of moving from primary to secondary is smoother, especially for pupils at smaller primary schools. Last term the project was the theme of 2 Eco-Schools conferences where the young people were on hand to explain how to use Smart meters and to explain what they had learned from the data they had collected about consumption levels of various electrical appliances.  The S1s and 2s  from Millburn  took up the challenge from UHI  and offered well informed presentations at their Climate Change conference in June at Eden Court where they illustrated ways to reduce the energy used by power showers.  Teachers were also given an opportunity to see the benefits of this interschool partnership way of learning at the Embedding Global Citizenship Day.  Each school  has developed  its own approach, some very imaginative – art and poetry included.  Every school has weathered the teething troubles and is keen to work on the topic again as a means to enhance transition! 
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Several schools are starting  to take the theme of Fairtrade as a vehicle for interdisciplinary learning.  English, Geography, RE and Home Economics are working together in one secondary school on Fairtrade  and in the process are addressing several of the crosscutting themes of a Curriculum for Excellence. It’s never too early to start thinking about Fairtrade Fortnight which comes up in February.  For example last February one  primary took a whole school approach with the P7s assuming a lot of responsibility for the activities going on in the school ranging from  organising a faritrade fashion show, to an assembly to classroom activities for every class in the school.   If you would like to learn more about what exactly Fairtrade is and how it operates as well as pick up some classroom activities to link Fairtrade to themes like Human Rights, water, materials, enterprise, food, trade,   a study of a less developed country  .... remembering always that this is a local issue as well.... then there’s an opportunity funded by the Fairtrade Foundation  (see next column!) September at Millburn Academy from 3.45pm until 5.15pm.








Are you thinking about doing something for Fairtrade Fortnight 2011? Or planning some interdisciplinary work on the theme of Fairtrade?


What is it and how does it work?


How does it fit within the experiences and outcomes of a  Curriculum for Excellence?


How does it support the delivery of the cross cutting themes  - sustainable development education, citizenship, enterprise and international education?


How does it link with Eco-Schools?


How can it help develop school – community links? 


Can it enhance a school partnership?


What is the Fairtrade Schools Award?





HOWG invites you to a CAT  session at Millburn Academy


Wed 22 Sept 3.45pm – 5.15pm


For more info’ please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:janis.keast@highland.gov.uk" �janis.keast@highland.gov.uk�





Funded by the Fairtrade Foundation 











There are further opportunities for all to learn more about this project and the topic of climate change:


     2nd September CAT  -  CPD Opportunity – at Millburn


          Tea from 3.45pm, Session will run from 4 – 5.15pm.
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