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Comment 
December 2008 marked the 60

th
 anniversary of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, announced a t the dawning of a 
new era at the end o f the Second World War.   Activities 
around rights and responsibilities really get young people 
thinking, stimulating much group discussion and decision 
making.  It doesn’t take them long to realise that for many, 60 
years on, even basic survival needs are not being met. Trying 
to answer the question ‘Why?’   aids   the development of 
values and attitudes and supports the four capacities of   
Curriculum for Excellence. 
One basic survival need (right) is adequate shelter.  We would 
expect much more, a home. How did the people cleared from 
Highland glens two centuries ago feel about all this?  Why 
have other people left the Highlands over the years and how 
are we welcoming them back in 2009 for the Year of 
Homecoming?  We think of the Clearances as a chapter in 
history but in some parts of the world events like this are still 
taking place, people’s ‘right’ to land is very uncertain.  Many 
are forced to move. So 2009 could also be an opportunity for 
us to consider our attitudes to new people who arrive among 
us, people who have migrated  50 miles , 500 miles or 
5 000 miles for a variety of reasons. 
There are resources available for loan (see p3) to support 
these controversial but stimulating issues.  A global context 
can motivate, it can enhance learning and teaching! 
 
Recent Activities 
1. Early Years CPD took place during October and November 
for Speanbridge and Cauldeen Primary Nursery cluster, 
Dingwall Children’s Nursery and Glenurquhart Childcare 
Centre. Staff experimented with transferrable activities to 
bring a global approach to themes in the nursery without it 
being an ‘extra’ or an ‘add-on’ in the form of a festival. At 
Glenurquhart a session was also done with the children which 
brought in ideas of global interdependence to their food 
theme.  Lots of photos and coloured dots were used and the 
staff recognised all the connections to a C for E. 
 2. Several schools have had Joined up thinking CAT sessions 
to support their approach to the Eco-Schools programme.  
Strathpeffer primary and Broadford were two.  Tools were 
used to help make the links between many initiatives going 
on in schools and especially to show how Global Citizenship 
nests within Sustainable Development Education.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.CAT  
 
for Kinlochbervie and its neighbours brought an opportunity 
to share a Global Approach to Enterprise Activity where 
enterprise activity is seen as a key component of citizenship 
education to be included in any theme or subject area rather 
being a discrete topic. 
4. Support for school partnerships was the topic of a CAT 
session for Kingussie ASG, Malawi being their transition 
theme.  This was seen as a rich area where schools, whatever 
the size of their roll, could develop a programme to link into 
the theme.  One immediately got stuck into a term’s work on 
human rights.  
5. A Global Dimension in the Curriculum was the theme for a 
very creative inservice day in October at Aviemore Primary 
where several teachers are working together to develop 
whole school approaches through themes such as food, 
where fair trade can feature. 
6.  The Global Teacher Network (see p2) met in September to 
share experiences about Malawi.   
7. The Scottish Poetry Library with Oxfam held sessions in 
schools in November, using family objects to stimulate 
writing about identity and migration.  The CPD workshop 
which followed was ‘brilliant’, giving encouraging tips to 
teachers on ways to help young people to write poetry. 
8. Classroom visits last term focused on a variety of themes.  
Two classes at Drakies and one in Broadford were well 
engaged with the Eagle’s Kingdom, the global biodiversity 
game that does so much to stimulate critical thinking and 
group decision making.  Fair Trade was the topic for two 
classes at Aviemore primary and two at Tarradale in October. 
The approach for a P2 class is very different from that for a 
P6/7 but all were very thoughtful.  Energy was the topic at 
Dalwhinnie Primary and Human Rights for a P3/4 class at 
Speanbridge, whose teacher was most impressed with the 
level of discussion going on.  
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Global Teacher Network News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLOBAL TEACHER NETWORK  

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 28th January 2009  in  The Meeting Room, Millburn Academy  

 Refreshments  6.45pm for 7pm  - finish 8.30pm (sharp!) 

Approaches to a global classroom  
Input from: 

 George Glass, Cauldeen Primary  .... a case study, the impact of 

etwinning on learning and teaching  

 Doug Morrison, Inverness Royal Academy...... the Gambia project 

and its impact on learning and teaching here  

 Martyn Crawshaw, Millburn Academy ......  óOne laptop per childô, 

an  IT solution to education  in less developed parts of the world, 

a  topic for ethical debate and discussion in the curriculum  

 Thea Pallut,  Grantown Grammar, Audrey Kellacher, Crown 

Primary, and Susan Appleby, Nairn Academy  ...... ideas from the 

International Masterclass  

ALL WELCOME  
Please contact janis.keast@highland.gov.uk if you plan to come   

for catering reasons 

 

 

  

  

 

 

MALAWI, PARTNERSHIPS & RESOURCES    -      Review of last Global Teacher Network meeting , 

8
th

 October 2008   

There was such as lot to share at this meeting.  

Sheena Duthie, Kingussie High, spoke about global 

citizenship and Malawi in particular being their 

chosen area for transition.  Roger Bamfield talked 

about resources he has produced on Malawi, 

making local and global connections, with children 

in the autistic spectrum in mind.   He said the ideas 

were concrete ï visual and kinaesthetic, to support 

young people who do not communicate well, find 

written information difficult and do not participate 

effectively in group work. All his activities are very 

real and tangible.  His materials focus on Food and 

Conservation and Recycling.  They are available on 

HOWGôs website.  Clare Caley took us back to the 

beginning as Gairloch High Schools  is just starting 

on the road of global school partnership.  (See 

inservice opportunity on page 4!)  She commented 

on the support available as long as the partnership 

is founded on equality, does not just fundraise and 

is curriculum based.  She felt it was good for her 

schoolôs links with its own community.  Audrey 

Kellacher, who is now at Crown Primary, spoke 

with passion about the impact of Malawi in her 

classroom here. She emphasised how the 

partnership was empowering children to take more 

charge of their own learning. It 

was encouraging them to be enterprising in the 

ways they were raising awareness.  It was raising 

attainment and achievement for all, encouraging 

positive behaviour, enhancing teaching and 

learning and delivering the four capacities of a 

Curriculum for Excellence.  Liz Stewart  from 

Forres Academy told us of her experiences in 

Malawi with the League for the Exchange of 

Commonwealth Teachers and how this is impacting 

on her school.  Rona Mackintosh, Fortrose 

Academy, outlined the HIV/ Aids peer education 

programme that Fortrose Academy  

pupils engage with both in  

Malawi and amongst their  

peers here. (See p 4 for 

 Mairiôs HIV/Aids game).  

Nairn Academy pupils with 

Sheena MacGillivray and  

Elizabeth  MacDonald talked  

about the impact of the  

Dreams and Teams project 

both here and in Malawi on 

confidence, on health and  

fitness and general motivation.  

The young peopleôs enthusiasm 

 was infectious!   

 

mailto:janis.keast@highland.gov.uk
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Resource Reviews    Resource Reviews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009  Year of Homecoming 

This year provides a lot of opportunities for 

celebration and reflection.  Why do people move?  

There can be many positive reasons but  young 

Highlanders who have explored the Clearances 

know that not all migration is by choice.  Economic 

changes can have devastating impacts on peopleôs 

lives. If they have studied the Second World War 

they are very aware of the number of people 

uprooted from their homes. These are man made 

situations.   While we talk of these in the past tense 

for many they are very much part of the present.  

Perhaps we lack sympathy and understanding for 

those caught up in situations like this now. Also  

what about those  regularly affected by natural 

disasters? There are many story books to encourage 

empathy for those on the move now.  The Colour of 

Home is about a Somali girl trying to adapt to a new 

place.  Gervelieôs Journey is about a Congolese 

boy.  Refugees is a stimulating pack considering the 

movement of people across the ages. One day we 

had to run is a series of first had accounts of people 

fleeing , as is the Voices series.  Oxfamôs Dealing 

with disasters  explores floods, hurricanes etc 

10
th

 December 2008 marked the 60
th

 anniversary of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

There are many resources available to help young 

people from 4 to 17 to distinguish their needs from 

their wants, to value the many things we take for 

granted such as access to clean water, the right to 

education and healthcare.  All the activities prompt 

lively debate  as young people try to decide what is 

most important to them and why.  For young 

children First Steps to Rights explores all our 

survival needs. The Families Pack develops themes 

of emotional security and óhomeô. Partners in 

Rights  is a very creative pack. Food and Nutrition 

explores our right to enough good food.  Discussing 

global issues ï water, how do we make peace and a 

healthy diet investigate key rights.  The right to 

childhood can be an eye opening topic for older 

pupils ï Labour behind the label supports here and 

The Changing face of  slavery is another. Human 

Rights in the Curriculum ï Maths shows how these 

issues can be brought into problem solving  and 

investigations. 

 Fairtrade Fortnight 23
rd

 February 2009 ï 8
th

 March 2009 

 Fairtrade is a very positive concept for young people to get involved 

with.  They feel empowered.  They are making a difference. It can make 

them very enterprising . Treating producers fairly is a local as well as a 

global  issue and is part and parcel of Sustainable Development 

Education, which is not just about the environment but about people as 

well -  an activity is unsustainable when one group is benefitting at the 

expense of another.  This is considering social justice and economic 

security.  Fairtrade can be part of your Eco-Schools programme and 

schools can achieve Fairtrade School status.  The materials for this are 

written so that young people can take the lead. HOWG has lots of copies 

or they can be downloaded on www.fairtrade.org.uk/schools . The more 

schools that get involved the better from the Scottish Fair Trade Forumôs 

point of view.  They are encouraging Scotland to become a Fair Trade 

Nation.  For more information have a look at their website  

www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk. 

There are many resources available for loan to increase understanding of 

Fair Trade, from games like Locococo and The Chocolate Trade Game, 

to Just Acting ï sketches for secondary pupils ï Global Youth Work  to  

Make your schools fairtrade friendly for primaries.  Fairtrade in Action 

gives a good overview and there are many resources focusing on a 

particular commodity eg bananas, cotton, coffee and chocolate.  

Universal 

Declaration of 

Human Rights 60
th

 

Anniversary 

http://www.un.org/ev

ents/humanrights/ud

hr60/youth.shtml 

 

 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/schools
http://www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk/
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For more information please contact Janis Keast, Development Education Worker, Education Centre, Castle Street, Dingwall 
IV15 9HU. Tel 01349 863 441 (usually Tuesdays only) or or 01381 621265  Email : Janis.Keast@highland..gov.uk 
 

   
 
 

 

CPD Opportunities from HOWG       These workshops (and others)  can be delivered at 
your school or for cluster groups during  CAT or part of an inservice day: 

(a) Addressing the Multicultural Aspects of Curriculum Framework 3 – 5 
(b) Development Education support for a Curriculum for Excellence & NP4 
(c) A global approach to enterprise activity – support from   Development Education 

resources 
(d) Introducing Joined up thinking for the classroom -  Citizenship and sustainability  

       
   All are listed in the  online CPD calendar. 
    All will be linked to  the 4 capacities of 
Curriculum for Excellence 

 

CPD        DFID Global School Partnerships  
               17th March 2009, in Dingwall 
Are you interested in developing a global 
dimension learning partnership? 
Introduction to  Global School Partnerships 
For schools interested in establishing, or who 
have just initiated , a global school 
partnership. 
‘Enjoyed hearing about case studies which 
gave an insight into Global Partnerships.’ 

Contact:      janis.keast@highland.gov.uk 

CPD    Probationary Teachers   Are you coming to 
Badaguish for the Sustainable Development / 
Outdoor Education weekend on 24th /25th April?   
If not there are other opportunities to do the  
Joined Up Thinking Activities for the classroom  on 
20th April in Dingwall and  
29th April in Wick 
Last year ‘s participants said, ‘I feel inspired – there 
are so many good ideas to take away today.’ 

Contact:            janis.keast@highland.gov.uk         or   
                           elanor.gordon@highland.gov.uk 

Malawi Resource Support 
1. Roger Bamfield’s practical ideas, created with children in the autistic spectrum in mind, are 

available on HOWG’s website. They are called Activities to Support the Development of Global 
Citizenship and come with photos on a CD. 

2. Inverness  based Mairi  MacDonald, who spent two years working in Malawi, has used all her 
experience to develop an interactive and  thought provoking game called -  Choices and 
Decisions - to raise awareness about sexual health issues especially HIV/Aids.  The game is being 
used here and in Malawi.  If you would like to know more please email Mairi  - 
choicesdecisions@googlemail.com  

Highland One World Group’s website 

www.globaldimension.highlandschools.org.uk 

CǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ bŜǿǎ 
Besides maintaining its voice in the Climate Change 
debate, its involvement in the Arms Trade  campaign and 
the Global Campaign for Education, Oxfam  is launching a 
four week ethical living campaign in February encouraging 
people to make small changes – to think about Fair Trade, 
question food origin, deal with waste and consider their 
meat consumption. Materials are available. 
www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb  and 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/  

Diary Dates 
1.2009  Year of Homecoming – much to link into  
2.25

th
 Jan  is Homelessness Sunday, a chance to  

    think aobut people near and far without one  
   of their 4 survival needs being met. 
3.28

th
 Jan Global Teacher Network meeting 

4.23rd Feb – 8
th

 March Fairtrade Fortnight –  
    materials available –posters etc 
5. 8

th
 March International Women’s Day, local  

   event  in Inverness  - more details available  

mailto:Janis.Keast@highland..gov.uk
mailto:choicesdecisions@googlemail.com
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/

