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The Copenhagen Climate Conference was a reminder of how
timely the local project Energy + Action = Change is. Millburn
Academy Associated School Group successfully applied to the
Climate Challenge Fund with Highland One World group and
CSV Action for Sustainability for support to work this session
on carbon reduction within schools and their related
communities. While the main focus is on alerting young
people to ways and means of reducing the energy they use at
home and at school using Smart meters as a tool to bring
about long term behavioural change, there are many more
facets to this project. One is to put carbon reduction into a
global context. What ways can be found to illustrate that our
lifestyle requires 3 or more planets worth of resources? This
raises questions of fairness and justice. It is undisputed that
the impact of climate change will be most harshly felt by the
world’s poorest. Empowering young people to be active, to
see that there are many steps they can take to confront this
issue is where this project addresses the four capacities of a
Curriculum for Excellence. The young people will do a lot of
number crunching through numeracy and science but with
their teachers they are exploring ways to take the theme
across all 8 curriculum areas. The project is also valuable as a
means of promoting a smoother transition to secondary
school, as it provides opportunities for young people to meet
their peers from other primaries and to engage with some of
their future teachers. (Resources and information on page 2)

Last term’s activities

1. CAT In August a session on taking a global approach to
enterprise education was held at Teanassie primary with
Tomnacross. Lots of resources were borrowed. Joined up
Thinking was the topic for An Cala staff in Fort William in
September. A similar session was part of a Highland
Environment Network training day with the John Muir Trust
at Badaguish in October. At Inverasdale cluster too in
November we were exploring ways to join up the cross
curriculum themes .

2. The Global Teacher Network met in September to look at
resources to support a Curriculum for Excellence. (more about
this on page 3)

3. Support for a global approach to Curriculum for Excellence
was the topic of workshops at the C for E Showcase, in
Dingwall, at the end of October. Many were looking for tools
to make the connections between global citizenship,
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sustainable development education and enterprise. There
was a lot of interest in the displays from schools which
exemplified International Education and Developing Global
Citizens within the curriculum. Related issues were
addressed at a conference for Moray teachers held in
November entitled ‘Reaching out to the world’

3. There were opportunities to input to over people’s CPD
training. In September UHI hosted a meeting for Principal
Teachers of Science where HOWG was able to offer tools to
develop the global aspects of the Science Experiences and
Outcomes especially in relation to Sustainable Development
Education. Resources were available at the Red Cross
Humanitarian Education training day for secondary teachers
in October. There are so many active learning materials to do
with Human Rights which encourage thinking, discussion and
decision making. .

4. A range of Classroom visits took place. At Kilchuimen
Academy the new PSE curriculum was supported with work
on diversity and challenging stereotypes. At Inverasdale
Primary the Rainforest Game rounded off the children’s
investigations and fitted well as they were in the process of
looking at our impact on the rainforest. An interactive
assembly helped North Kessock primary launch its Fair Trade
Tuckshop as part of its Eco-Schools work.

5. Suspended timetable days Workshops were done with
the P3s at Inshes primary school to support their Eco Day.
Kingussie High School held an interactive day in November as
part of the PSE programme for S5 and S6. (See over for more
details)
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